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Concerning the 


REASONABLENESS of Repealing the 


Corporation and Teſt Acts, &c. 


UE RY I. 


YE HETHER it muſt not greats- 

iy conduce to the Service of 
Mes his Majeſty, and of the Pro- 
15 7 e teſtant Succeſſion in his Roy- 
— 1 Family, to take off Shac- 
kles, and Marks of odious Diſtinction from 


the Proteſtant Diſſenters, who are tlie 


only entire Body of Loyal Subjects to the 
King, and hearty Well-wiſhers to his Fa- 
mily, 


(6) 
mily, in his Dominions ? A Body, among 
whom there neither is, nor ever was, a 


known, or a ſuſpected, Enemy to his Fer- 
ſon and 9 


A E RY i; Wirkrnkn it c can con- 
ſiſt with common Juſtice, or good Pollcy; 
to keep one of the beſt Bodies of Subjects, 
that ever was in this Kingdom, (or in any 
other) on a level with its worft Enemies; 
r. the Nonjurors and Papiſts; on a pre- 
tence, that keeping them in that Situation 
will pleaſe a Party in the Church, who 
are for the King no farther, than they 
vainly flatter themſelves, the King is for 
the Church; by which they mean nothing 
but Power in themſelves, to the Oppreſ- 
ſion of otliers? — Or whether it can con- 
Git with common Juſtice, or good Policy, 
to keep the Diſſenters in that Situation, 
on this different pretence; vis. that the 
putting the Dzſenters out of that Situa- 
tion will offend a Party, that has hitherto 
et itfelf in the ſtrongeſt Oppoſition to the 
King ? While at the ſame time that Par- 
ty of the Church, that ate as heartily in 


the Intereſt of the King, and his Family; 
28 
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(7) 
as the Diſenters themſelves can be, are 
very deſirous, that the Diſenters ſhould 
Pare theſe Marks of Infamy, and theſe 
Fetters taken off, in order, that that en- 
tirely Loyal Party of the Church may 
have the better Aſſiſtance, from the Dig 
ſenters, towards ſupporting the King's 
Government, againſt the Pretender, on. 
the one hand; and againſt thoſe, who 
would have him the bare Miniſter and Ser- 
yant of the Church, inſtead of the Head 
and Goyernour « of it, on the other? 


QUERY III. WrzTHER theſe Brands 
of Infamy on the Di/enters muſt not al- 
175 refleth, Diſgrace on thoſe, who join 
the Diſſenters in Elections, and o- 
r bo Intereſts; and on thoſe, who 
are ſupported by the Influence of the Di/- 
4 ſenters, in conjunAtion with the Low- 
> Church-Men, in toe Civil Intereſts ? 


_QUERY Iv. WneTHEx it was con- 
ſiſtent. with Gratitude, to paſs that Part 
of the Corporation Act, which affects the 
Diſenters, when (as King Charles II. 
1 in his Speech acquainted his firſt 


Vi Parlia: 
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Parliament, and Lord Chancellor Hi [DB 
after him) They had Reſtor'd the Legal 
Conftitution, by their Power and Credit 
in the Army, and in the Houſe? And 
whether if it was not conſiſtent with Gra- 
titude to them, to make that Act then, it 
can be more conſiſtent with Gratitude to 
continue it now? 


QUERY V. WHETHER it has been 
confiſtent with Gratitude, to keep the 
Clauſe of the 25th of Chat: II. fo long 
in force, which requires all Officers, Civil 
and Military, to take the Sacrament, ac- 
cording to the Uſage of the Church of 
England, three Months after their Admiſ- 
fion to ſuch Offices; when, on the one 
hand, that Clauſe was brought in by the 
Popiſh Faction, headed by the. Duke of 
' York, to make the Diſſenters vote againſt 
the reſt of that Bill? A Bill, which had 
been brought in by the beſt Patrjots of 
thoſe Times, to ſecure the Kingdom a- 
gainſt Popery and Arbitrary Power in the 
moſt threatening Conjuncture; and when, 
on the other hand, that Clauſe was voted 
for by Alderman Lo ve, and by the other 


Die 


(99) 
Difenters in the Houſe, rather than en- 
danger the Bill, on Aſſurances, which they 
then put in their Claim to, of being re- 
lieved from 1 oe the firſt favourable Op- 


portunity? 


QUERY VL WurTHER the Beha- 
viour of the chief Body of the Diſſenters 
in ſeveral remarkable Periods of the Go- 
vernment, ſince the Paſſing thoſe Acts, 
can make the continuing thoſe Acts on the 
Dzſffenters more conſiſtent with the Gra- 
titude that is due to them, on the ac- 
count of their Behaviour in thoſe Peri- 
* ods, than it was on account of their Con- 
duct at the Time of the Paſſing thoſe Acts? 
e 4s particularly, The ſteady Behaviour of 
ie the great Body of the Difenters to the 
of | Church of England in the Reign of King 
ſt James II, when the Church was in the 
id greateſt Danger; and when the Dſenters 
of had an Opportunity of taking their full 


a- Revenge, if their good Senſe and Virtue 
he had not reſtrain'd them; as was then ful- 
n, y acknowledged by ſeveral of the Biſhops, 
ed the C/ergy, and other of the moſt eminent 


er among the Laity of the Church of Eug- 
72 | B land, 
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| (10) 
land — Their Behaviour at and ſince the 
Revolution — Their Behaviour at the time 
of the Union; when, in order to promote 
it, for the better ſecuring the Proteſtant 
Succeſſion, They prevail'd with the Church 
of Scotland, not to inſiſt on the Repeal 
of the Corporation and Teſt Ache, on a 
Reaſoning of the Noble Patriots of that 
Time, 'that tho? it could not poſſibly be 
had, as a Preliminary Article to the Uni- 
on, in the then Circumſtances of the King- 
dom, yet it could not poſſibly fail to be 
the Conſequence of it, and of having all 
their beſt Endeavours to obtain it? — And 
finally, the Behaviour of the Diſſenters 
under the Occaſional Conformity Bill, 
when it was brought on them by their 
Friends, in the latter End of the Reign 
of the late Queen, only to gain a ſingle 
Man? — The Hopes and romiſes that 
were given them on their worthy Beha- 
viour at that Time? Or their patient 
waiting for the tuil Effe and Accom- 
pliſhment of them ever ſince? 


CES 


E. 
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QUERY VII. WuRrRER Ingratitude will 
not do proportionable hurt to the Govern. 
ment, in its various Intereſts; as it is al- 
ways found to do, to every Man in his 
own Affairs? And whether Honour in a 


Nation (as well as Juſtice) is not of a pro- 


rtionable Advantage to that N ation, as 
it ĩs to particular ren 7 


QUERY VII WHETHER making the 
Sacrament of the Lord's Supper the Teſt 
for an Admiſſion to a Civil Employment, be 
not a great Perverſion of that Sacred Rite 
of our Religion; by making that, which 
was deſigned by its Divine Author to be 
a Teft of the Communion of all good Chri- 
ſtians, to be a Teſt of Civil Diſtinction? 
And whether it does not, in many Caſes, 


| expoſe it to the greateſt Proſtitution and 


Prophanation imaginable ? 


QUERY IX. WHETHER it 1s not even 
a greater Hardſhip on the Clerg y, to oblige 
them to give the Sacrament to all Officers 


Civil and Military, that offer themſelves 


fer that Purpoſe; "a it is even on thoſe 
B 2 Othcers 


(112,) 

Officers themſelves, who are oblig'd to re- 
. Ceive it? Since a Clerg ymar's refuſing to 
give it, may be the Loſs of all that he has 
in the World, and an utter Ruin to him. 
ſelf and his Family, by an Action for Da- 
mages ariſing to the Officer, from the Loſs 
of his r That was well nigh 
being the Caſe of Dr. Br—df—d, 
when he was Rector of Bow-Church. 
Whereas the Officer's Reſolution againſt 
taking the Sacrament, can Bnly loſe him 
the Office he might otherwiſe be poſſeſs d 
of? 85 


QUERY X. WETHEx, therefore, if 
the Thing be truly conſider' d, the Sacra- 
mental Teſt can be of the leaſt Service to 
any Body, but to the Papſts, the Non- 
Jurors, and thoſe, that are diſaffected, a- 
mong ſuch as have taken the Oaths to the 
Government; together with thoſe that are 
for the Illegal and Exorbitant Power of 
the Clergy; I fay,whether the Sacramental 
Teſt can be of the leaſt Service to any but 
theſe, by keeping the Hands of the Di ſſen- 
ters ty'd, who, if they were loos d, would, 
according to their known Inclinations, the 
; more 


| 


(13) 


more effectually oppoſe the Papiſte, Er. 
and are not in the leaſt diſpos'd to oppoſe 
yy Body Cr 76 

Quzry 3 XI. WHETHER any thing N 
be more likely to revive and en the 
Spirit of Loyalty in the Kingdom, than 
to ſhew, that all Subjects {hall have En- 
couragement in proportion to their Loyal- 
ty and Affection to the King, tho? they 
happen to diſſent from the Church? And 
' whether the making their Diſſent from the 
Church a Bar to Preferments, againſt the 
* warmeſt and moſt unſhaken Loyalty and 

Affection to the King, does not tend to 
depreſs Loyalty, and ſet up a more out- 
ward Conformity to the Church (of no 
manner of Service, but to private Intereſts) 
in the ſtead of it, or in an equal Point of 
View with it? And tho' this mere out- 
ward Conformity ſhould paſs for the 
. Church, yet ſtill can it be any thing but a 
State Idol that draws away the Affections 
of the People from the King, or ſhares 
them equally with him? 


QUERY 


( 14 ) 


QUE RY XII. Wurrnzx any Body 
of good, or even of bad Subjects, ; in any 
Age or Country of the World, were ever 
render” A * 85 of Offices of Honour 
and Profit, while they were ſtill kept lia- 
ble to Offices of Wu Rare Truſt and 
Expence? Which is the Caſe of the Di 
ſenters. 


QERRY XI. Waprasx it is i 
conſiſtent with all that Duty and Affecti- 
on, that ſome profeſs to the Monarch on the 
Throne, to declare ſo publickly and loudly 
againſ} the Repeal of the Sacramental Teſt, 
when' the repealing it could not poſſibly | 
have any other Effect, than to truſt the 
Monarch on the Throne with a Power 
to employ a Diſenter, if he, in his great 
Wiſdom, ſhould at any time, and in any 
Inſtance, ſee fit? And whether the arguing 
ſo much for keeping his Majeſty's Hands 
ty'd up-from being capable to employ any 
Dſenter in all Events, be not à Proof of 
the Want of that 'Truſt and Confidence, 
which, from his Majeſty's known Cha- 
xaQter, and ſuitably to their own Profeſſi - 


ons 
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can look more unkind to the Di 
than the arguing 


(15) 
ons of Regard to Him, they ought to re- 
poſe in Him ? 


QUERY XIV. Wutruatx any thing 
ers, 
againſt the defir'd Repeal 
of theſe Acts; when, if it ſhould be ob- 
tain'd, it can ove the Diſſenters no Places 
or Power; but barely reſtore their Liber- 
ty, or, if you will, their Capacity, and 
their good Name; and ſet them in that 
reſpect on a Level with the reſt of their 
well affected Neighbours. 


QUERY XV. WuzTHex the Church, 
with all the Laws and Numbers, that ſhe 
has on her Side, and with all 'the Reve- 
nues, Dignities, Honours, and Employ- 
ments in the Poſſeſſion of her Members, 
can have any Reaſon to fear the Diſſenters, 
who (if they could be ſupposd to be 
willing to ruin the Church, contrary to 


their known Principles and Practice) can 


only attack her, as a Country-man might 
be ſaid to attack a Citadel, if he ſhook his 
Stick againſt it; while the Citadel itſelf 


Was 


(16) 


was defended by the beſt Wes and the 


ſtrongeſt Garriſon? 


QUERY XVI. WurTuzs any thing 
82 threaten the Church ſo much, as the 


r of any great N uber of 
her Clergy, their — — Jea- 
louſies, their Affectation of a Monopoly of 
Civil Power, their attempting to ſet up 
what is call'd the Spiritual Diſcipline of 
the Church over the Laity, by Codes of 
Eccleſiaſtical Canons; and to obtain new 
Laws, and retain old ones, in their Diſ- 
favour and Prejudice? All which tend to 
alienate the Affections of the People from 
her, and to raiſe their Paſſions againſt her? 
And ſome, or all of which, have been the 
great Sources of all Misfortunes that ever. | 
befel Her. 


QUERY XVII. 8 it is not 
very unjuſt, as well as highly abſurd, to 
ſuppoſe the Toleration Act to be the only 
fit and proper Barrier between the Diſſen- 
ters and the Church, becauſe the Diſſeu- 
ters were ſo modeſt, as not to urge a bet- 
ter 


(117) 

ter Barrier for themſelves in the Infant and 
Tender State of the Revolution? And e- 
ſpecially when King /#/ iam, the glorious 
Author of it, recommended it ſo ſtrongly 
afterwards to his Parliament, to go beyond 
that pretended Barrier, in favour of the 
Diſſenters? And when, tho” incumbred 
as he was with the War againſt France, 
he had not Intereſt enough with the 
Parliament he firſt recommended it to, 
to obtain the Repeal of any Part of thoſe 


Acts; he yet till renew'd the Recommen- 


dation, 1 in other Words, in the laſt 
Speech he made to both Houſes, bur a lit- 


dite before he dy'd* 


QUERY XVIII. WureTHEs the re- 
ſtoring Men to their Natural and Civil 
Rights and Capacities, where the reſtoring 
them to thoſe Rights and Capacities, in- 
ſtead of being hurttul to the State, might 
be of very great Service to it, can with a- 
ny Modeſty be calld attacking the Church? 
And whether the Dzſenters attempting to 
recover thoſe Rights and Capacities, in a 
Legal way, can be call'd making an In- 


road on their peaceable Neighbours, only 
CG be- 


| 


land? And that, after the Law of Union 


Y 18 


þecauſe they at preſent enjoy the Monopo⸗ 
poly of Preferments; and becauſe thoſe 


Rights and Capacities were not reftord 
to the Diſſenters in the Hurry, and the 
weak State of the Government juſt after 


the Revolution? 


| QUERY XIX. WHETHER it is not 


highly ungrateful, as well as abſurd, to ar- 


gue from the Law of Union, againſt gi- 


ving the Eaſe that is ſo juſtly due to the 
Engliſh Diſſenters and the Scots Presby- 
teriant; when it was acknowledg'd by the 
late Queen herſelf, and by her Engliſh and 
Scots Miniſters, that the Union could not 
have been had without the Aſſiſtance of 
the Diſſenters of England, or with any 
Oppoſition from the Kirk of Scotland? 


QD ERY XX. WHETHER it is not 
an Inſult on the preſent Legiſlature, to ſup. 
poſe, that it can't alter or explain the Law 


of Union in favour of the Presbyterians 
of Scotland and of the Diſſenters of Eng- 


has been alter'd, or at leaſt explain'd, in 


two or more Inſtances, that were very much 
eb againſt 


againſt the good Liking of the Kirk of 


be, 


( 19 ) 


Scotland i And, when even the Corporat io 


Act itſelf has have in part repeaPd ſince the b 


Att of Union, (without the leaſt Complaint 


from any Quarter,) by an Ac for the bet 


ter Regulating Corporations, 1 in the 5th of 
George I.? 


QUERY XXI. WHeTHtx the Go. 
vernment can want any ſpecial and parti- 


cular Security for the good Behaviour of a 
Man, that frequents 4 Diſenting Meeting, 


where no body goes, but thoſe that are 
the moſt zealouſly well affected to the Go- 
vernment ? Or whether, if ſuch a Security 
was wanting, it can be any Security to re- 
ceive the Sacrament with the Church of 
England, where all the Papiſts receiv'd it 
for about ten Years, after the Reformation, 


under Queen Elizabeth ; and which the 


Pope offer'd to allow them to do, if the 
Queen would but acknowledge his Supre- 


 macy ?— Where ſeveral Papiſis receiv d it 


in the Reign of King James the ſecond ?— 
And where thouſands have receiv'd it fan 


who have Plotted, and Rebel['d, againſt his 
C 2 late 


KELLER 
Late Majeſty, tlie firſt of this IJlluſtrious 
+ Houſe, that adorn'd the Bririſp Throne? 


QUERY XXII. WIE TRREx therefore, 
if the Reaſons aforeſaid be well weigh'd, 
the Sarramental Teſt can be ſuppos'd to 
be the leaſt Seturity to the Church of Eng- 
land? 


QUERY XXIII. WazTrxx ſince Ci- 
vil Teſts * ſecure both Houſes of Parlia- 
ment againſt Papiſis being Members of 
either, and were thought ſufficient by the 
. Wiſdom of Parliament, to ſecure the 
-Church of England in the Legiſlature, 
without enjoining the Sacramental Teſt, 
even five Years after the Sacramental Teſt 
was required of all Officers Civil and Mi- 
litary ; whether, I fay, thoſe Civil Teſts 
-mayn't be ſufficient to keep Papiſfts out of 
Employments, and to ſecure the Church 
againſt all Officers Civil and Military, 
without keeping the Sacramental Teſt, in 
force, over and above thoſe Civil Teſts 
_ abovementioned ? 


The Oath of Allegiance and Supremacy, and the De. 
Claration againſt Tranſubſtantiation, and the Worſhipping of 


QUERY 


Saints and Angels. 


(41) 


QUERY XXIV. WazTas it is 


reaſonable for thoſe, that wiſh well to the 
Preſent Government, to divide its Friends, 


by asking this Queſtion, viz. Whether the 


Services, which the Biſhops, and Clergy, 
and the Friends of the Eſtabliſh'd Church, 

can perform to the Monarch on the 
Throne, are not conſiderable enough, to 
be put in the Balance againſt thoſe, which 


he may expect from the Diſſenters, and 


#heir Well-wiſhers ? * Whether, Ifay, it 
"can be reaſonable to ask this Queſtion, un- 
leſs it ſhould be ſuppos'd, that the United 
® Services of both the Biſhops Sc. and the 
= Diſenters are too much for the Monarch 

on the Throne? Or unleſs ſome, who value 
themſelves on their Abilities to ſerve him, 
will aot perform theſe Services to him, in 
caſe others, who are as willing to-perform 
them to him as they, (tho? they ſhould 
not happen to be fo able, are but 
made capable of rendering him thoſe Ser- 
vices; even when he wants or requires 
thoſe Services from them ? 


QUERY XXV. WnrzTHER We can 
ever expect a Time of more ſettled Tran- 


uilli 
The Diſputs adjuſted. 4 7 
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| quillity at Home, and Abroad, than the 
preſent ? Or whether there ever was $H 


Time, when Bigottry had leſs Power in 
this Nation? Or when the Dz/enters, and 


many of the Clergy, and the other Friends 
of Liberty, were more earneſtly deſirous 


to get rid of theſe Acts? When fewer 
Perſons eſpous'd them? Or at leaſt with 
leſs Warmth, than at preſent ? penn” 


QUERY XXVI. WHETHER the Re- 
peal of theſe Acts can ever be thought 
more ſeaſonable than when, after the | 
moft undoubted and zealous Loyalty and 
Affection of the whole Body of the Diſ- 
ſenters to the Government, ever ſince the 
| Revolution, (which ſettled our preſent hap- 
py Conftitution, and ſecured the Liberty 
of the Subject;) When I fay, after this, 
it ſhall ſtill be ſuppos'd, by a late Writer, 
that the Epiſcopal Church 1s more likely 
to ſupport the Monarchy, than the Dz/- 
' fenters ? Whereas the Diſſenters ever have 
been, and are ready, at all hazards, to ſup- 
port the Engliſh, the Revolution. Monar- 
chy ; as the Presbyterian Church of Scos- 
land has the Britiſh Monarchy, ever ſince 


the 
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en ( 23 ) 
the Union ; while almoſt the whole Body 
of the Epiſcopal Clergy has. ſupported 
a Monarchy, unknown to the Laws of 
England, founded on the abſurd, pernici- 
ous, and illegal Doctrines of Paſſive Obe- 
dience and Non- reſiſtance *; till they over- 
threw it once, and brought in Presbytery; 
and till, to the utmoſt danger of the Pro- 
teſtant Religion and Liberty, they were 
afterwards very near bringing in Popery. 


QUERY XXVII. Warr ſhould the 
Repeal of theſe Acts be more prejudicial 
to the Mhiggs at their next Elections, or 
to the Publick Peace, than the Repeal of 
the Occaſeonalt Conformity and Schiſm Acts 


was? Which, it was then ſaid, was a 


Trap laid by the Tories, to deprive the 
Whiggs of their Seats in the next Parlia- 
ment, tho? every body knew, that that 
Repeal was no Trap laid by the Tories, 
was no Trap, in which any Mhigg was e- 
ver caught, or by which any M higg loſt 
a Vote at the next Elections, or which 
made ſo much as a Nzze-days Wonder? 


* See B----p H—-'s Sermon, the laſt 3zoth of Fanuaty. 
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' ſhould be damp'd; or be quite ſunk) by 
peal; amt if they ſhould remain leſs ac- 


Elections ? And can any one be ſure, if 


- uſed, to widen te Brea and ene 
that Sourneſs? df. 


x be more danger to the Publick Peace, by 


thought, that the Deſign is to be kept a a- 


pig, if the” Spirit 


reſin dem this 6 long look'd for Re- 


tive, or quite brckien and ſour at the nent 


that ſhould be the Caſe, that that Breach 
will ever be heaPd? Or that that Sour - 
neſs will eyer wear off again? Eſpeci fo 
Methods, that are very obvious; ſhot 


— 
— 
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av ERY XXIX. nn age: 


giving the Repeal now ſo earneſtly deſired, 
and thereby quieting all farther Agitation 
about it; than by endeavouring to put a 


Stop to it now; nd! yer ſuffering it to be 


. till ner the next EleQion? 


W a * * 


